
Install MPA 8.0 today to start
taking advantage of these new features!

Moldflow Plastics Advisers (MPA®) 8.0 delivers 
new technologies and key enhancements 
that help you analyze a broader range of parts 
with 3D technology, work more efficiently with 
a redesigned user interface, take advantage of 
new results visualization options, and leverage 
expanded communication capabilities.

What’s New in  
Moldflow Plastics Advisers®

Release 8.0



Advanced 3D analysis technology
y Use the Advanced 3D analysis add-on module 
to accurately analyze parts that have thick, solid 
regions or excessive variations in part thickness.

y Models that in previous MPA releases were 
evaluated as ‘not suitable’ can now be reliably 
analyzed through the Advanced 3D technology.

y Evaluate part warpage for thick, solid models 
by using the Advanced 3D analysis with the 
Performance Adviser add-on module.

Redesigned user interface
y Utilize the new project management 
architecture to more effectively organize 
studies performed within a project. A 
study is an iteration based on one set of 
inputs (part geometry, material, process 
conditions, and analysis sequence) and 
analysis results.

y Panel-based user interface streamlines 
workflow, provides uninterrupted access 
to the model, and improves overall 
user productivity. Multiple panels, each 
with a specific focus, are intelligently 
positioned and combine to introduce a 
new user paradigm.

y Project panel offers project management tasks, 
setup and launch of analysis, access to results and 
model manipulation tools.

y Results Advice panel gives feedback on part 
manufacturability and quality, and model-specific 
design advice.

y Summary panel displays critical analysis 
information and provides access to the Cost 
Adviser for part cost estimation.

y Notes panel allows you to document comments 
and observations about the study or a specific 
analysis result using the Study Notes or Plot Notes, 
respectively.

y Dynamic Help panel offers context-sensitive 
information about the result displayed to enhance 
interpretation.

y Option to hide all panels maximizes the graphics 
display area, which can be beneficial while 
evaluating multiple results of the same model or 
comparing results from several models.

y New model Import Wizard:

y Provides preview of STL models before import.

y Automatically checks for and repairs model 
defects. 

y Checks model suitability to determine which 
of standard, Dual Domain or new, Advanced 3D 
analysis technologies is appropriate to use for best 
results. This eliminates need for you to make this 
determination either through physical examination 
of the model or other means.



y New Workspace feature can be used to save 
a customized user interface layout to support 
a specific workflow. For example, create one 
workspace to support tasks prior to running an 
analysis and a second workspace for reviewing 
and comparing results.

y Choose from Advanced or Classic workspace 
configurations that are provided with the software.

y Easily switch from one workspace configuration 
to another at any time.

Analysis solution improvements
y Improvements in Plastic Filling solution 
benefit thin-walled parts and affect predicted 
pressure, temperature and cycle time.

y For complex and challenging part geometries, 
the Sink Mark solution delivers improved 
prediction of the location and magnitude of 
sink marks.

Improved results visualization 
options
y Tabbed layout and contemporary style of the 
new Summary panel allow for easier access 
to the results summary while simultaneously 
allowing you to interact with the model.

y Use Lock/Unlock feature to compare 
analysis results from two or more models 
by synchronizing result selection and view 
orientation. 

y Access Plot Properties to customize animation 
settings, result scale, and part display, and 
select among several result display methods.

y Use the Best fit method as an alternative 
to setting up an Anchor plane for assessing 
part warpage. This option is ideal for complex 
geometries where the anchor plane can be 
difficult to set up.

y Precise positioning of reference points of an 
anchor plane is now possible, which can be 
useful when comparing the predicted warpage 
to reality.

y Utilize the Overlay function to simultaneously 
display a combination of two results for 
advanced interpretation.

y Enhanced Cutting planes options provide 
greater flexibility to create and position them, 
and cutting planes now interact better with the 
model.

y Use the option to display analysis results in 
two unit systems for improved comprehension.

Enhanced report generation 
capabilities
y Generate project reports in Microsoft® Word® 
document (*.doc) or PowerPoint® presentation 
(*.ppt) formats, in addition to the default HTML 
format.
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y Set default report format, image size and 
animation settings as user preferences.

y Create and edit report images, animations 
and text blocks independently of the Report 
Generation Wizard.

y Report images and animations are included 
automatically with the relevant result in the 
Results list in the Study Tasks pane of the 
Project panel. 

y Access result images and animations from 
the Results list to modify result attributes, 
model orientation or zoom properties, etc. 
Update the report to automatically include 
revised images and animations.

y Utilize the Add Text Block feature to include 
descriptive text that is not directly associated 
with a result plot in a report.

y Leverage capability to automatically include 
Plot Notes associated with specific analysis 
results in reports.

Other enhancements
y Redesigned Cost Adviser facilitates detailed 
part cost analysis. Association with the model 
allows evaluation of how changes to part 
design, mold design, material, and processing 
conditions affect part cost.

y New Job Manager allows you to monitor and 
control multiple analysis jobs:

y Access interim results while an analysis is in 
progress to enhance interpretation.

y View progress of and abort analyses running on 
the local machine.

y Change priority of an analysis to affect the 
amount of computer resources allocated for it.

y Close the MPA application after launching the 
analysis.

y Use image screen capture to capture all 
views in the graphics display area in a single 
static image. 

y Compare properties of multiple materials to 
aid in material selection.

Material database enhancements

Moldflow Plastics Labs’ continued focus on 
quality improvement has resulted in the 
following changes implemented since the 
MPA 7.3 release:

y 747 thermoplastic materials added.

y 184 obsolete materials deleted.

y 1552 materials amended to include new or 
updated properties.

y 474 materials now have melt flow rate (MFR) 
or melt flow index (MFI) data.

Enhanced report generation capabilities 
(continued)


